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SHAL. He will make you a hundred and fifty
pounds jointure.

ANNE, Good master Shallow, let him woo for
himself,

SHAL. Marry5 I thank you for It; I thank you for
that good comfort. She calls you? coz: 111 leave
you.

ANNE. Now, master Slender.

SLEN. Now, good mistress Anne*

ANNE, What Is your will ?

SLEN. My will ? od's heartlings? that's a pretty
jest, Indeed! I ne'er made my will yet, I thank
heaven; I am not such a sickly creature., I give
heaven praise.

to my knowledge, Manwood, who wrote on the Forest Laws
before they were entirely disused, mentions expeditation or cut-
ting off three claws of the fore-foot, as the only manner of lawing
dogs; and with his account, the Charter of the Forest seems to
agree. Were I to offer a conjecture, I should suppose that the
phrase originally referred to horses, which might be denominated
cut and long tail, as they were curtailed of this part of their
bodies, or allowed to enjoy its full growth ; and this might be
practised according to the difference of their value, or the uses to
which they were put. In this view, cut and long tail would include
the whole species of horses good and bad. In support of this
opinion it may be added, that formerly a cut was a word of re-
proach in vulgar colloquial abuse, and I believe is never to be
found applied to horses, except to those of the worst kind. After
all, if any authority can be produced to countenance Dr. John-
son's explanation, I shall be ready to retract every thing that is
here said. See also a note on The Match at Midnight, Dodsley's
Collection of Old Plays, vol. vii. p. 424, edit. 1780. REED.

The last conversation I had the honour to enjoy with Sir Wil-
liam Blackstone, was on this subject; and by a series of accurate
references to the whole collection of ancient Forest Laws, he con-
vinced me of our repeated error, expeditation and gemcscission,
being the only established and technical modes ever used for dis-
abling the canine species. Part of the tails of spaniels, indeed,
are generally cut off (ornamenti gratia) while they are puppies,
so that (admitting a loose description) every kind of dog is com-
prehended in the phrase of cut and long tail, and every rank of
people in the same expression, if metaphorically used, STEEVENS*